CHAPTER V

MAINLY ABOUT ANIMALS

THE PALACE STABLES

PERMISSION to view may be obtained from the superin-
tendent in charge (on presentation of a visiting card),
between the hours of 8.30 and 11 a.m. and 3 and
6 p.m.

Since the introduction of motor vehicles the establish-
ment has naturally been greatly reduced, but a great
number of very fine animals are still housed here.
Organization and equipment are all up-to-date and excel-
lent. The well-ventilated stalls, the whitewashed walls
and tiled floors are spotless. On three sides of the great
courtyard are the roomy, airy horse boxes. Each horse's
name is painted on his stall; each one's daily allowance
of fodder and of bedding inscribed on his card. Piles of
lucerne lie waiting, and patient, eager heads stretch out
for the bonne-louche and the caress few visitors
withhold.

The animals are beautifully kept, and range from the
four-in-hand teams of big black Hungarians and of great
bays, to the tiny Shetland ponies, ridden and driven by
the royal children.

More than one old pensioner lives on here in luxury
and ease. At feeding time, about nine o'clock in the
morning, the horses gather in the courtyard, and, to
accustom them to the various noises they may encounter
in the streets, and especially in processions, syces and